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EDUCATION OF YOUTH. 

condition of the prison and its inmates; and shall annually 
report to the governor, who shall report to the legislature such 
information and make such suggestions in relation to the gov
ernment and financial affairs of the same, as in his opinion may 
be conducive to the interests of the state and the promotion of 
the great object, the reformation of criminals. 

SECT. 3. It shall be the duty of the warden to make to the 
governor and council, once in each year, a full exhibit of the 
affairs of the prison; and it shall be his duty to settle all his 
accounts with the governor and council, at such time as they 
may require. 

SECT. 4. The inspectors shall visit the prison once in three 
months, and one of them shall visit it once in each month. 

SECT. 5. So much of section five, chapter one hundred and 
seventy-seven of the revised statutes, as requires the inspectors 
to reside within six miles of the prison, and all acts and parts 
of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act, are hereby 
repealed. 

SECT. 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its approval by the governor. 

[Appj'oved August 27, 1850.] 

Cbapter 193. 

An act to provide for the education of youth. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

ARTICLE 1. 

Of the general duties of towns. 

SECT. 1. The school districts, in the several towns in this 
state, shall remain as now established, until altered or discon
tinued according to law. 

SECT. 2. The inhabitants of every town, at their annual 
meeting, may determine the number and limits of the school 
districts within such town; and if necessary, may divide or 
discontinue any such district; or they may annex it to any 
other district, in such town, with such reservations and condi
tions, as may be proper to preserve the individual rights and 
obligations of the inhabitants thereof: provided, however, that 
no such action shall be had, until the selectmen and superin-
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tending school committee of such town, who are hereby con
stituted a committee for that purpose, shall have submitteq to 
the town a written statement of facts. 

SECT. 3. Any town, at its annual meeting for the choice of 
town officers, may vote to choose, and in such case shall choose, 
an agent for each school district in such town. 

SECT. 4. In any town containing but one district, all busi
ness relating to schools and school houses'may be transacted at 
any regular town meeting, in the same way and manner in 
which other town business is transacted. 

SECT. 5. Every town shall, annually, raise and expend for 
the maintenance of schools therein, to be taught by masters 
or mistresses, duly qualified, a sum of money, exclusive of tho 
income of any corporate school fund, or of any grant from the 
revenue, or funds from the state, or of any voluntary donation, 
devise or bequest, or of any forfeitures accruing to the use of 
schools, not less than forty cents, for each inhabitant; the 
number to be computed according to the last census of the 
state, under which the representation thereof, in the legislature, 
shall have been apportioned. 

SECT. 6. The assessors of every town shall assign, to each 
school district within the same, a proportion of the money raised, 
in each year, for the support of schools, or derived from any 
corporate school fund, bank tax, grant from the state, interest 
of the permanent school fund, or any other fund, at the dis
posal of such town, for the general benefit of schools therein; 
such apportionment to be made, according to the number of 
children between the ages of four and twenty-one years, resid
ing in such districts, respectively, on the first day of May an
nually, exclusive of such as may have come from other places, 
where they belong, to attend any college or academy, or to 
labor in any factory in any such district. 

SECT. 7. If any town shall fail to raise and expend, annu
ally, for the support of schools, the amount of money required 
by law, such towns shall forfeit and pay a ~um; not less than 
twice, nor more than four times, the amount of such deficiency. 

SECT. 8. Every town at its annual meeting in the year 
eighteen hundred and fifty one, shall choose by ballot, a super
intending school committee, consisting of three persons; who, 
at their first meeting, shall designate by lot, one member of 
their board, to remain in office three years,; also another mem
ber, to remain in office two years, and the remaining member 
shall hold his office one year. As soon as said committee have 

163 
CHAP. 193. 

District agents, 
how chosen. 

Proceedings if a 
tow n contain but 
one district. 

lIIoney to he 
raised for support 
of scbools. 

Apportionment 
of money to tbe 
district •• 

Forfeiture for 
neglect to raise 
the amount 
reqnired. 

Superintending 
school commit~ 
tee, 



164 
CHAP. 193. 

Supervisor of 
public schouls. 

Forfeiture fOl' 
neglect to choose. 

Superintending 
school committee 
may be vested 
,vitlI powers per
taining to Bchool 
agents, in cortain 
caseB. 

EDUCATION OF YOUTH. 

so determined the time of service of the several members, they 
shall deliver to the town clerk a certificate thereof, which he 
shall record on the town books. Every town at each annual 
meeting after the year eighteen hundred and fifty-one, shall 
choose by ballot, one person to supply the place of that mem
ber of the committee whose term of service has expired, which 
office he shall hold for the term of three years. The town 
shall also at such meeting supply any vacancy that may then 
exist in said committee. The committee appointed as above, 
any two of whom shall constitute a quorum, shall be duly 
sworn and paid for their services one dollar per day, and no 
more, unless otherwise ordered by the town; but no superin
tending school committee shall be entitled to receive any com
pensation for their services, until they shall have furnished to 
the selectmen satisfactory evidence that they have made the 
fnll and complete returns required by law to the secretary of 
state. 

SECT. 9. Any town, containing two thousand inhabitants 
or more, instead of the committee named in the preceding 
section, may choose some competent individual, an inhabitant 
of said town, who shall be constituted a supervisor of the 
public schools of the town; the same to be duly sworn, and to 
have all the powers, privileges and duties, and in respect of all 
the provisions of this act, to stand in the place of a superin
tending school committee, as by law provided. 

SECT. 10. Every town, which shall, in any year, neglect to 
choose such superintending committee or supervisor, shall for
feit and pay not less than thirty, nor more than two hundred 
dollars. 

SECT. 11. Any town, that shall, by a standing vote, pro
vide for the pnrpose, may, instead of a superintending com
mittee and school agents, as hereinbefore provided, until they 
rescind such vote, elect their superintending committee an
nually, of such number not less than three, as they shall think 
proper, and may invest such committee with the rights, powers 
and obligations pertaining to school agents, as well as to a 
superintending committee: including the power and duty of 
determining the age, at which scholars may be admitted into 
the respective schools, of transferring scholars from one school 
to another, and of laying out the money raised for supporting 
schools and defraying the contingent expenses thereof~ and 
such others of said powers, as lllay be useful alld necessary in 
managing the business committed to them. 
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SECT. 12. Any portion of a town not containing inhabi
tants enough for a convenient separate organization as a district, 
and too remote for annexation to any district already formed, 
may be omitted in districting the town, to which it belongs; 
and in such case, the assessors of such town shall appropriate 
their proportion of school money, according to the number of 
children, of the ages specified in section six, to be expended 
by such inhabitants, for the pnrpose of instruction, in such 
manner as the superintending committee shall order or approve, 
in writing under their hands. 

SECT. 13. Whenever any town shall raise a sum of money 
exceeding the amount required by section fifth of this article, 
the excess may, if the town ~o vote, be apportioned among the 
several school districts, in such manner as the selectmen and 
superintending school committee may determine. 

SECT. 14. Any town is hereby authorized and empowered 
to make all needful provisions and arrangements concerning 
habitual truants, and children between the ages of six and 
fifteen years, not attending school, without any regular and 
lawful occupation and growing up in ignorance; and may also 
make all snch ordinances and by-laws respecting such children, 
as shall be most conducive to their welfare, and the good order 
of such town; and there shall be annexed to such ordinances, 
snit able penalties, not exceeding for anyone breach, a fine of 
twenty dollars: pl'ovided, that said ordinances and by-laws shall 
be approved by the district court for the district and shall not 
be repugnant to the laws of the state. 

SECT. 15. The several towns, availing themselves of the 
provisions of the preceding section, shall appoint at their anQ 

nual meeting, three or more persons, who alone shall be 
authorized to make the complaints, in every case of violation 
of said ordinances or by-laws, to the justice of the peace, or 
other judicial officer, who by said ordinances shall have juris
diction in the matter, which persons, thns appointed, shall 
alone have authority to carry into execution the judgments of 
said justices of the peace or other jndicial officers. 

SECT. 16. The said justices of the peace, or other judicial 
ofIicers, in all cases, at their discretion, in place of the fine 
aforesaid, shall be authorized to order children, proved before 
them to be growing up in truancy, and without the benefit of 
the education provided for them by law, to be placed for such 
periods of time as they may judge expedient, in such institu
tion of instruction, or house of reformation, or other suitable 
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situation, as may be assigned or provided for the purpose, under 
the authority conferred by the fourteenth section of this act, 
in each town availing itself of the powers therein granted. 

ARTICLE II. 

Of the powers and obligations of school districts. 

SECT. 1. Every school district established as provided in 
this act, whether being a part of one or more to'wns, shall be 
a body corporate, with power to sue and be sued, and to hold 
any estate, real or personal, for the purpose of snpporting a 
school or schools therein; and to apply the same to such ob
ject, agreeably to the provisions of thi~ act, independently of 
the money raised by the town for that purpose. 

SECT. 2. In all transactions by, or with, school districts, 
they may be described by their numbers, in the order of their 
creation under the votes of the town, or by any descriptive 
name, which they may assume, or by such general description 
as may be applicable, if they have no certain name. 

SECT. 3. Every school district, shall, in all cases, be pre
sumed to have been legally organized, when it shall have 
exercised the franchise and privileges of a district, for the term 
of one year. 

S1!1CT. 4. Any person, qualifiAd to vote in town affairs, shall 
be a legal voter in the school district, in which he resides. 

SECT. 5. School district meetings, on the written applica
tion of any three or more of the legal voters in such districts, 
respectively, stating the reasons and objects of the proposed 
meetings, may be called by the selectmen of the town, con
taining such district; or by the school district agent or agents, 
if any have been appointed. 

SECT. 6. On receiving any such application, the selectmen 
of the town, or the district agent, as the case may be, shall 
cause notices specifying the time, place and purposes of the 
meeting, seven days previous to the time appointed, to be 
posted up in two or more public places within the district, one 
of which must be on the school house, if there be any in the 
district; or to be published in a newspaper printed in the town, 
where such district is situated, if there be any. The certificate 
of such selectmen or agent, or of any person required by their 
warrant, to give such notice, returned at the time and place of 
meeting, shall be evidence of the notice stated in such certifi
cate to have been given. 
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'SECT. 7. Every school district, at any legal meeting thereof, 
may determine the manner, in which notice of its future meet
ings shall be given. 

SECT. 8. At every such meeting, a moderator shall be 
chosell, who shall have the same powers and duties as a mod
erator of a town meeting, but need not be sworn; and at the 
first meeting every year, a clerk shall be chosen, and shall be 
duly sworn by the moderator, or a justice of the peace. It 
shall be the duty of the clerk, to make a fair record of all votes, 
passed at any meeting of the district during the year, and until 
another shall be chosen in his place and sworn; and he may 
certify copies from the records of such district. 

SECT. 9. Such district may, at any legal meeting, choose a 
committee to superintend the laying out and expending of the 
moneys, raised by such district, agreeably to their votes, for 
any purposes for which such district may legally raise money; 
and to examine and allow such accounts, as they may find 
correct; and to draw orders on the town treasurer, for the 
amount of the moneys raised. 

SECT. 10. Every school district, at its annual meeting, shall 
choose by ballot a school agent, unless such agent shall be 
chosen by the town, as provided in article first, section third, 
of this act, and may at any meeting called for that purpose, 
supply any vacancy that may occur in the office of agent, and 
such agent, whether chosen by the town, or by the district, 
shall be sworn by the moderator or clerk of the meeting, or by 
some justice of the peace. 

SECT. 11. The inhabitants of any school district, qualified 
to vote in town affairs, at any legal meeting called for the pur
pose, shall have power: 

First. To raise money for the purpose of erecting, repair
ing, purchasing and removing a school house, and for the pur~ 
pose of erecting, repairing, renting, purchasing and removing 
such a number of school houses as the wants of such districts 
may require, where more than one school house is necessary to 
accommodate the scholars in such district; and also for the 
purpose of erecting or removing out-buildings, connected with 
such house or houses,-of purchasing or renting land upon 
which the same may stand, and for yards and play grounds, 
and for purchasing a library, utensils, black-boards, globes, maps 
and other useful apparatus,-providing water for the school 
house or houses by means of wells and aqueducts, with neces
sary conveniences for the health and comfort of teachers and 
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pupils, and for the purpose of enclosing the grounds and ap~ 
purtenances of the school houses, with power to sell and dispose 
of any such property, whenever it becomes necessary and 
proper to do so. 

Secondly. To determine where the school house or houses 
shall be located in said district. 

Thirdly. To determine at what age the youth, within such 
district, may be admitted into the schools kept by a master or 
mistress respectively, and whether, and upon what terms, 
scholars may be admitted into such schools from other school 
districts, or from other towns 01' places. 

Fotwthly, If they think proper, to instruct the agent at 
what time their schools shall commence; with which direc
tions, the agent shall comply, so far as practicable; and 

Fifthly, To join with one or more other school districts, for 
the purpose of uniting the more advanced scholars of each 
district in one school. And when any districts shall so de
termine, they may appropriate such a proportion of the school 
money of each district, as they deem proper, provided that if 
{)ne fourth of the voters present and voting at any meeting 
called for the purpose, shall dissent from the decision of the 
majority, ·no more than the per capita share of the scholars 
attending such union school, shall be so appropriated, without 
the written assent of the superintending school committee. 

S:gCT. 12. Whenever, at any meeting of a school district, 
legally called, for raising money fol' any particular purpose, a 
majority of the legal voters present shall be opposed to the 
raising of any sum of money, deemed by the minority sufficient 
for that purpose, the selectmen of the town, on application in 
writing, of any five or more voters in such district, made within 
thirty days after such nleeting, shall insert, in their warrant for 
calling the next town meeting on town affairs, an article 
requiring the opinion of the town on the subject of disagree
ment; and if the town, at such meeting, shall think it necessary 
or expedient, they may require a sum sufficient for the purpose 
aforesaid, if exceeding ",,-hat said district were willing to raise, 
to be assessed on the polls and estates in such district; and the 
same shall be assessed, collected and paid over, in the same 
manner as if originally raised by such district; and thereupon 
it shall be the duty of the selectmen of the town to appoint, 
in writing, three suitable inhabitants of said district, to be a 
committee to snperilltenc1 the expenditure of the money, so 
assessed and raised, for the purpose required, who shall have 
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all the powers of a committee chosen by the district, in pur- CHAP. 193. 
suance of the provisions of this act. 

SECT. 13. At any district meeting, called for the purpose Power of select-
men in locntio'n 

of erecting or locating a school house, in any district where of school houses. 

none exist, or of removing or erecting any such school house, 
in a different place from that previously occupied for the pur-
pose, if a disagreement shall arise, and the voters in favor of 
the object, in either case, shall be less than two-thirds of the 
legal voters present at such meeting and voting, the clerk, at 
the meeting, shall make a record of the fact; and the selectmen 
of the town, on application, in writing, from any three or more 
of the voters in such district, or of any committee of such 
district, made 'within thirty days thereafterwards, shall, as soon 
as may be, appoint a time and place, within the district, to 
hear the inhabitants thereof, on the subject matter of such 
disagreement, and give such notice as is required for a legal 
meeting of the inhabitants of said district; and, after such 
hearing, may decide where such school house shall be placed, 
and shall, within ten days, give a certificate of their determi-
nation to the clerk of the district, who shall forthwith enter the 
same upon his records; and the district shall proceed to erect, 
or remove, the school house, in the same manner, as if deter-
mined by a sufficient majority of the legal voters present at 
said meeting: provided, however, that no selectman residing in Proviso. 

such district, shall be allowed to have any voice in the deter
mination; and whenever a majority of the selectmen of any 
town shall reside in one school district, in which it becomes 
necesssary so to locate a school house, or shall not be able to 
agree, the superintending school committee of said town shall 
be required to do all the duties in relation to locating said 
house, which by this section are required of the selectmen. 

SECT. 14. If the district shall refuse, or for the space of Same subject. 

sixty days, neglect, to carry into effect the order of the select-
men or superintending school committee as aforesaid, the 
selectmen or superintending school committee either personally 
or by agents appointed for that purpose, at the expense of the 
district, shall, if need be, purchase a situation for said house, 
and shall cause the same to be erected or removed, as the case 
may be, upon the place so appointed. 

SECT. 15. 'Whenever any school district shall vote to erect 
or re-construct a school house, the plan of the same shall first 
be submitted to the superintending school committee of the 
town, for their approval. 
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SECT. 16. Any school district, at a legal meeting, may de~ 
termine whether all, or what proportion of their school moneYl 
shall be expended for the support of a school, to be taught by 
a female; and their agent shall expend the same accordingly. 
But in case one-fourth part of the voters present and voting at 
said meeting, dissent from the decision of the majority, not 
more than one-third part of such money, shall be expended for 
a school taught by a female, witho,!lt the written assent of the 
superintending school committee. 

SECT. 17. Whenever the school in any district, shall be 
kept in part by a mistress, and in part by a master, the inhab
itants of such district, at a legal meeting, may determine by 
vote, or may authorize the superintending school committee to 
determine from time to time, what description of scholars shall 
attend each school respectively. 

SECT. 18. Each school district, where the number of schol
ars attending school is such as to require more than one school 
to be kept at the same time, shall have the power of choosing 
a committee to determine what description of scholars shall 
attend each school, to classify said scholars and to transfer them 
from school to school in said district, and when no such com
mittee shall be chosen by any school district above described, 
the superintending school committee of the town shall have all 
the powers and perform all the duties above mentioned. 

SECT. 19. Any school district in this state, is hereby au
thorized to purchase, with any money that may be appropriated 
to said district for school purposes, a school library and appa
ratus, or either, for the use of the school: provided a majority 
of the district shall so vote. But there shall not be expended 
in one year, more than ten per centum of the whole amount 
appropriated to any district in the year. 

SECT. 20. If any two adjacent districts shall severally vote 
to unite for the purchase of a library and apparatus, or either, 
they are hereby authorized so to do. 

SECT. 21. Every district that purchases a library and appa
ratns, or either, as aforesaid, shall make such rules and regu
lations, for the preservation and management of the same, as 
they may deem proper. 
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AR TICLE III. 

Of the assessment and collection of money 1Ylised or borrowed 
by school districts. 

SECT. 1. When any money shall be voted to be raised by 
any district, pursuant to the first specification of section eleven 
of th~ preceding article, the clerk shall forthwith, or within 
such time as the district may prescribe, certify to the assessors 
of the town, the amount voted to be raised for any or all the 
purposes aforesaid. 

SECT. 2. Within thirty days after receiving the certificate 
of the clerk, as aforesaid, the assessors of such town shall 
assess in the same manner as town taxes are assessed, on the 
polls and estates of the inhabitants composing such school 
district, whether it be wholly within their town or not, and on 
lands lying within the same, belonging to persons not living 
therein, whether improved or unimproved, all moneys voted to 
be raised by the inhabitants of such district, for the purposes 
aforesaid; provided, that no inhabitant shall be taxed for any 
real estate not lying within such district. 

SECT. 3. Said assessors shall make their warrant in due 
form of law, directed to anyone of the collectors of their town, 
or of said district, or a constable, if there be no collector, re
quiring and empowering said collector or constable, to levy and 
collect the tax, so assessed, and pay the same, within the time 
limited by the warrant, to the treasurer of the same town; to 
whom, also, the assessors shall give a certificate of the assess
ment, as in the case of town taxes. 

SECT. 4. Such collector or constable, in collecting such 
taxes, shall have the same powers and be held to proceed in 
the same manner as in the collection of town taxes. 

SECT. 5. The treasurer of the town, who shall receive from 
the assessors a certificate of the assessment of a district tax, as 
provided in section three, shall have the same authority to 
enforce the collection and payment thereof, or sue for the same, 
as of town taxes; and if such treasurer be also the collector of 
such towns, he may collect the same in the same manner, as 
far as applicable to the case. 

SECT. 6. The said assessors shall have the like power to 
abate any such district tax, as they have to abate a town tax. 

SECT. 7. The money so raised, collected and paid, shall be 
at the disposal of the committee of the district, chosen and 
authorized, pursuant to the provisions of section ninth, of 
article second. 
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SECT. 8. Such assessors, collector or constable, and treasurer, 
shall be allowed, by the school district, for assessing, collecting, 
paying and receiving any district tax, a compensation propor
tionate to what they receive for similar service for town taxes. 

SECT. 9. Any school district, by a vote of two-thirds of the 
legal voters present and voting, at a legal meeting called for 
that purpose, shall have power to borrow money, for the pl1l'~ 
pose of erecting a school house and of purchasing land on 
which the same may stand. 

SECT. 10. Every such loan shall be made for a term of 
time, not exceeding five years, and shall be payable in equal 
annual instalments. 

SECT. 11. When any school district shall vote to borrow 
money for such purpose, the clerk shall forthwith certify snch 
vote to the assessors and treasurer of the town. 

SECT. 12. The district may appoint an agent or agents to 
contract a loan as aforesaid, who are authorized to bind the 
district therefor, and to give the necessary evidence of debt 
therefor, and a copy of such evidence of debt or security, shall 
be, by such agent or agents, filed with the town clerk of the 
town, and the clerk shall enter the same on the town records. 
The money procured on such loan shall be received by the 
treasurer of the town, and shall be applied and paid out for the 
purposes aforesaid, in the same manner as is provided by this 
act, in case of money raised for the same purposes by taxation. 

SECT. 13. At each annual assessment of town taxes, after 
the receipt of such money by the treasurer of the town, the 
assessors of the town shall assess the amount of the installment 
and interest payable in that year, upon the polls and estates of 
the inhabitants of such district, in the same manner as is by 
this act provided for the assessment of moneys voted to be 
raised by any school district, by taxation. And such annual 
installments assessed as aforesaid, shall in like manner be col
lected and paid to the treasurer of the town aforesaid. And 
the treasurer shall pay the amount of each installment and 
interest, as the same becomes payable, on demand of the person 
to whom the same may be lawfully due. 

SECT. 14. The assessors, collector and treasurer employed 
as aforesaid, shall be under the same liabilities, and shall have 
the same authority and compensation in respect to the services 
so performed by them for any school district, as is provided 
by this act in case of raising money by a school district, by 
taxation. 
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SECT. 15. After the passage of this act, no school district 
shall be authorized to borrow money, except for the purposes 
and under the regulations prescribed by this act. 

SECT. 16. Whenever any monoy shall be voted to be raised 
by any school district, in accordance with the provisions of 
this act, the legal voters of said district, at any legal meeting 
called for the purpose, may elect by written ballot a collector, 
who shall be required to give bonds to the inhabitants of such 
district, with sufficient sureties, to be approved by the select
men, and shall have the same powers, and be held to proceed 
in the same manner in collecting the taxes assessed upon said 
district, as in the collection to town taxes by a town collector. 

SECT. 17. Such collector shall be allowed such compensa
tion for collecting and paying over to the town treasurer said 
taxes, as shall be determined upon by the inhabitants of said 
district, at the meeting at which said collector is chosen. 

SECT. 18. Whenever the inhabitants of any school district 
shall elect a collector in pursuance of this act, it shall be the 
duty of the clerk of ' said district to deposit with the clerk of 
the town in which the district is situated, a certified copy of 
the record of the election of said collector, which shall be re
corded py the clerk of the tOWll, and such town record shall 
be evidence of the election of said collector by said district. 

SECT. 19. The provisions of the three preceding sections, 
for the choice of collectors by school districts, shall not apply 
to any school district, where the Sllm voted to be raised and 
assessed, shall not exceed the sum of three lmndred dollars. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Of school districts formed from two or more towns. 

SECT. 1. -Whenever it shall be found convenient to form a 
school district, from parts of adjoining towns, such towns re
spectively concurring therein, lllay establish such district, and 
determine the limits thereof; and such towns by their con
current votes may alter and discontinue the same; and they 
and their officers, except as otherwise provided in this act, lllay 
exercise all the powers and dnties in reference to such districts, 
as may be exercised by any town, in reference to school districts 
within its own limits: provided, that where such district, formed 
from two or more towns, has existed for the term of fifteen 
years, either town may disconnect its own inhabitants from 
such district without the COI1Clll'1'enCe of the other town or 
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towns-provided jllrther, that all district property shall be left 
within the limits of, and belong to the original district. 

SECT. 2. Every district established by two or more towns, 
shall choose its own agent, annually, and his contracts shall 
be binding upon such towns, respectively, in proportion to, and 
not exceeding, the amount which each town is required to pay 
to such agent, under the provisions of this article. 

SECT. 3. The assessors of each town, from which any part 
of such district, as is provided in the first section of this article, 
shall have been formed, shan assign to such district a proportion 
of the money by law to be distributed among the districts in 
such town, according the number of such children, belonging 
to such tawn, within the limits of said school district. And 
when any district is composed of parts of two or more towns, 
the powers specified in sections thirteen and fourteen of article 
second, to be exercised by any town, or by the selectmen, or 
superintending committee of any town, may be exercised by 
the concurrent vote of said towns, or the joint acts of the 
selectmen or superintending school comrriittees of such towns i 
and application shall be made to each of them accordingly. 

SECT. 4. When any school district shall be formed from 
parts of two or more towns, as aforesaid, the superintending 
school committee, selectmen, assessors, treasurer, collector and 
constable of the town in which the school house of such dis
trict is situated, 01' has been located, or in which the school of 
such district is kept, 01' if there be no such school house or 
school, the aforesaid officers of the oldest town from which any 
part of such district shall have been taken, shall, in respect of 
such district have all the powers and perform all the duties, and 
be deemed to all intents to stand in the place of such officers, 
in respect to school districts situated wholly in anyone town. 

SECT. 5. All agents and other officers of districts formed as 
aforesaid, shall have the same powers and privileges, and shall 
perform the same duties as agents and other officers of districts 
situate wholly in anyone town. 

ARTICLE V. 

OJ the powers (mel duties oj superintending school cO!fmnittees. 

SECT. 1. All superintending school committees, appointed 
as provided by law, shall perform the following duties, to wit: 

First. To appoint a person to supply any vacancy occming' 
in their board, until the next annual town meeting; and when 
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by reason of resignation, removal or death, there shall be but CHAP. 193. 
one member of the committee in office, he shall have power, 
and it shall be his duty to fill said vacancy. 

Secondly. '1'0 appoint suitable times and places for the Exatllining 
tea.chers .. 

purpose of examining all candidates proposing to teach in 
town; said candidates shall produce satisfactory evidence that 
they sustain a good moral character and possess a temper and 
disposition suitable to be instructors of youth. 

Thirdly. To examine such candidates in reading, spelling, Same subject. 

writing, English grammar, geography, history, arithmetic, and 
other branches usually taught in public schools, and particularly 
in the school for which such persons are examined; and also 
as to capacity for the government and discipline of said school. 
And if on such examination, snch persons are found competent, 
said committee shall grant a certificate that such persons are 
qualified to govern said school, and to instruct in the branches 
above named, and such other branches as are necessary to be 
taught in said school. 

Fourthly. To direct the general course of instruction, and Selecting books. 

what books shall be used in the respective schools. 
Fifthly. 'ro visit and inspect the several schools, and inquire Visiting school!!. 

into the regulations and discipline thereof, and of the pro~ 

ficiency of the scholars therein; and to use their influence and 
best endeavors that the youth in the several districts regularly 
attend the schools; and particularly, to provide, that one or 
more of the board shall visit each school within the town, at 
least twice, during the term for which it is kept. 

Sixthly. After due notice and a candid investigation of the Dismissiug 
teach", •• 

facts, to dismiss any schoolmaster or mistress, who shall be 
found, in their opinion, incapable or unfit to teach, or whose 
services are believed by them to be unprofitable to such school, 
notwithstanding their having procured the requisite certificate; 
provided, that such dismissal shall not operate to deprive such 
master or mistress of their right to compensation, for services 
previous to such dismissal; and said committee shall imnie
diately give notice thereof in writing, to the agent of the 
district, and shall also deliver, or cause to be delivered, to 
such teacher, a certificate of dismissal, under their hands, 
stating the reasons of such dismissal, a copy of which they 
shall preserve. 

Seventhly. To expel from any school, any obstinately diso- Expelling sellOl. 

bedient and disorderly soholar, after a proper investigation of arB. 

his behavior, if found necessary for the peace and usefulness 
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of the school; also to restore him to the school, on satisfactory 
evidence of his repentence and amendment. 

Eighthly. To exclude if they deem expedient, from the 
public schools of the several towns, all those persons entitled by 
law to admission thereto, who shall not have been vaccinated. 

Ninthly. To make a written report at the annual meeting 
next after their appointment, of the stanuing of, and progress 
made in, the several schools, in the various branches of learn~ 
ing therein taught, and the success which may have attended 
the mode of instruction and government of their respective 
teachers. 

SEC'L'. 2. The superintending school committee of the sev~ 
eral towns, shall, annually, malce out a statement, containing 
the following particulars: 

First. The amount of money raised and expended for the 
support of schools, designating what part is raised by taxes, 
and what part from other funds, and how such funds have 
accrued. 

Secondly. The number of school districts, and parts of 
districts, in their towns respectively. 

Thirdly. The number of children belonging to snch town, 
in each district, between the ages of four and twenty-one 
years, as the same existed, on the first day of May preceding. 

FOltl'thly. The number of children between the ages above 
specified, who reside upon islands, or in any other part of the 
town, not classed with any district. 

Fifthly. The whole number of scholars attending the 
summer schools,-the average number of scholars attending 
the summer schools,-the whole number of scholars attending 
the winter schools,-the average number of scholars attending 
the winter schools. 

Si.ccthly. The average length of the summer schools in 
weeks,-the average length of the winter schools in weeks,
the average length of the schools for the year. 

8eventhly. The number of male teachers who have been 
employed in the pnblic schools during any part of the year,
the number of female teachers, who have been so employed. 

E'ighthly. The wages of male teachers per month, exclu
sive of board,-the wages of female teachers per week, exclusive 
of board. 

Ninthly. Aud said committee, in said returns, shall give 
full and complete answers, to the inquiries contained iu the 
blank for111s which shall be furnished to them, under the 
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provisions of law: and they shall certify that such statement 
is true and correct, according to their best knowledge and 
belief, and shall transmit the same to the office of the secretary 
of state, on or before the first day of April in each year; and 
when, by reason of removal, resignation or death, there shall 
be but one member of the committee left, it shall be his duty 
to make said returns. 

SECT. 3. If any parent, master or guardian, after notice, 
given him by the master or mistress of any district school, that 
any child, under his care, is deficient of the necessary school 
books, refuse or neglect to furnish such child with the books 
required, the superintending school committee of the town, on 
being notified, by said master or mistress, of such refusal or 
neglect, shall furnish the same at the expense of the town; 
which expense may be added to the next town tax of such 
delinquent parent, master 01' guardian. 

ARTICLE VI. 

?f the powers and d7t#es of school agents.· 

SECT. 1. School agents, whether elected by the towns, or 
by their respective districts, shall be duly sworn; and shall 
continue in office one year, and until others are chosen and 
qualified in their stead; their duties and powers shall be as 
foHows: 

First. In the month of March or April, annually, to call 
district meetings for the choice of agents, and for other busi
ness, by causing notice to be given, as provided ill the fifth 
and sixth sections of article second of this act. 

Secondly. To hire the school masters or mistresses for their 
respective districts, from the money assigned to them by the 
assessors of their towns, pursuant to provisions of section six, 
of article one, and from any other funds, placed at their dis
posal for the purpose. 

Thirdly. From the same means to provide fuel and utensils 
necessary for the schools, and to make incidental repairs upon 
the school houses and out-buildings, and insurance, if the district 
so direct; provided, that no more than one tenth part of the 
moneys, received from the town, shall, in anyone year, be 
expended for such repairs, exclusive of fuel and insurance. 

Fourthly. Before the commencement of any term of sLlch 
schools, to give notice to a member or members, of the super
intending school committee of the town, of the time when the 
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to be true, of the children in their districts, of the age of four 
years and upwards, and under the age of twenty-one years, as 
they existed on the first day of said month, exclusive of such 
as may have come from other places, where they belong, to 
attend any college or academy, or to labor in any factory, in 
any sllch district; and in case said agents fail to make the 
returns aforesaid, the assessors, as soon as may be thereafter, 
shall make or cause to be made, an enumeration of the persons 
~foresaid in such districts. 

AR TICLE VII. 

Ditties (mel qualijiwtions of instructors. 

SECT. 1. It shall be the duty of every teacher of a public 
school to keep a school register, containing the names of all 
the scholars who enter the school, their ages, the date of each 
scholar's entering and leaving school, the number of days of 
each scholar's attendance, the length of the school, the teacher's 
wages, a list of text books used, and such other facts as may 
be required by the blank form, furnished under the provisions 
of law; which register shall, at all times, be open to the in
spection of the school committee, and a return of the same be 
made to said committee at the close of the school. And no 
teacher shall be entitled to pay for his or her services, until the 
register for his or her school, properly filled up, completed and 
signed, shall be deposited with the school committee, or with 
such persons as they may designate to receive it. 

SECT. 2. It shall be the duty of the presidents, professors 
and tutoJ'S of colleges, and of the preceptors and teachers of 
academies, and all othor instructors of youth, whether in public 
or private institutions, to take diligent care, and exert their 
best endeavors, to impress on the minds of the children and 
youth, committed to their care and instruction, the principles 
of morality and justice, and a sacred regard to truth; love to 
their country, humanity and a universal benevolence; sobriety, 
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industry and frugality; chastity, moderation and temperance; 
and all other virtues, which are the ornaments of human so
ciety. And it shall be the duty of such instructors to endeavor 
to lead those under their care, as their ages and capacities will 
admit, into a particular understanding of the tendency of the 
before mentioned virtues, to preserve and perfect a republican 
constitution, and secure the blessings of liberty, as well as to 
promote their future happiness; and the tendency of the oppo
site vices, to slavery, degradation and ruin. 

SECT. 3. Any pe:rson, who shall teach any district school, 
without first obtaining from the superintending school com
mittee of the town, the certificate referred to in the first section 
of article five, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding the 
sum contracted for his or her daily wages, for each day he or 
she shall so teach such school, and shall be barred from receiv
ing any pay for teaching the same: provided, that no certificate 
shall be valid for more than one year, without the approval 
of the superintending school eommittee, annually endorsed 
thereon. 

AR TIOLE VIII. 

Relating to schools in certain plantations. 

SECT. 1. All plantations within this state, which are now, 
and which may hereafter be organized for election purposes 
only, are hereby vested with the same powers, and shall be 
subject to the same duties, of other plantations within the 
state, so far as the same relate to the erection of school dis
tricts, and the apportionment and expenditure of any moneys, 
which they now are, or may hereafter be, entitled to receive as 
their proportion of any bank tax, or which may arise from any 
act of bounty on the part of the state, or the interest of the 
permanent school fund. 

SEC1'. 2. The clerks of the said several plantations, organ
ized for election purposes only, shall perfol'm the duties of treas
mer of their respective plantations; and in that capacity, each 
of said clerks shall be entitled to receive any and all moneys, 
which of right, may belong to his plantation, whether the same 
be deposited in the treasury of the county within which his 
plantation may be situated, or which is now remaining, or may 
hereafter accrue in the state treasury; the apportionment there
of, among the said plantations, to be made according to their 
respective population, to be ascertained and determined, by the 
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last preceding census. And each of said clerks shall apportion 
and payout the same to the several school districts, within his 
plantation, according to the number of scholars therein: pro
vided, ([lways, each of said clerks, before entering upon the 
discharge of the duties of the office of treasurer, shall give to 
the assessors of his plantation, a good and satisfactory bond for 
the faithful performance of his duties. 

SECT. 3. The assessors of said plantation shall issue their 
warrant for the calling of district meetings in their respective 
plantations, in the same manner that seJectmen of towns are 
authorized to issue their warrants for the calling of district 
meetings in their respective towns; and the said plantation 
school districts shall have power to choose all district officers, 
which school districts in towns have; and said officers shall 
have the same powers, and be subject to the same duties, of 
school district officers in towns. 

SECT. 4. The assessors of said plantations shall have pow
er to commence and prosecute to final judgment, in their 
official capacity, a suit at law, or any bond given them or 
their predecessors in office, whenever any condition in said bond 
shall be broken. 

SECT. 5. The county commissioners, for the county in 
which such lands are situated, are hereby authorized to permit 
the said plantation clerks, in their capacity of treasurers, to cut 
and dispose of any grass, which may grow 011 lands reserved 
for public uses, in their respective plantations, provided the 
same may be done without injury to said lands, or to the public 
interest. And the proceeds of the sales of said grass shall be 
appropriated for the support of schools in the respective planta
tions in which the said lands may lie; and shall be apportioned 
in the same manner as is provided for the apportionment of 
other moneys mentioned in the second section of this article. 

SECT. 6. All plantations organized for election purposes 
only, shall have power to choose one collector of taxes for each 
plantation, and all school district officers that incorporated 
towns are entitled to; who shall have the same power, and be 
under the same restrictions that such officers are, in incorporated 
towns. 

SECT. 7. All school districts that now are, or may hereafter 
be established in such plantations, shall have power to raise 
money, to hire, buy or build, a suitable school house for the 
benefit of the district, and shall likewlse have power to raise 
money for the support of schools. 
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SECT. 8. All school district meetings shall be called by the 
assessors of the plantation, on the written application of three 
or more of the legal voters of such district, stating the reason 
and objects of their proposed meeting; and at such meeting, 
the inhabitants of said district shall have power to raise money 
for the purposes stated in the seventh section of this article. 

SECT. 9. Whenever such school district shall vote to raise 
any sum or sums of money, the assessors shall make out a 
valuation of the property, real and personal, that is liable to 
be taxed, except wild lands, including improved real estate, 
whether owned by a resident in the district 01' not, together 
with all the polls in said district. 

SECT. 10. The assessors shall assess the tax, and commit 
the same to the collector, who shall collect it, and pay it over 
to the treasurer, in order that it may be appropriated to the 
purposes for which it was raised. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Of a boct1'd oj ed~tcation cmd secretctTY / how elected, and their 
powers and dttties. 

SECT. 1. The board of education, as now established in 
this state, shall consist of one member from each county; who 
shall be elected in the manner hereinafter provided. 

SECT. 2. The superintending school committees of the sev
eral towns, and the clerks of the several plantations in each 
county, are hereby required to assemble, annually, at the times 
and places designated as hereinafter provided, and when so 
assembled in each county, to choose, by the majority of those 
present, one person, a resident of the county, who shall be the 
member of the board of education for such connty, and shall 
hold his office until a successor is duly chosen and qualified. 
The county meetings aforesaid shall be organized by the choice 
of a chairman and clerk, who shall severally certify the elec
tion of the member chosen, and transmit one copy of such 
certificate to the secretary of state, and one copy to the person 
chosen. 

SECT. 3. A quorum of such county meeting shall consist 
of one or more members of the superintending school commit
tees, from a majority of the towns in the county, but if any 
town or city shall have a superintending schoool committee 
consisting of more than five members, snch committee shall 
appoint delegates from their own number, not exceeding five, 
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which delegates shan exercise the duties and powers herein 
provided. 

SECT. 4. The cobn'ty meetings aforesaid shall be held at 
suell time alld place hI each county, as the met1lber of the board 
of edll<~ation for the county shall aiJpoiht: proiuided, that in any 
county in which a teachers' instit11te shall be held, said IIleet
iug m'ay be appointed at the place where such InStitute is held, 
and on some day during the session thereof i and it shall be the 
d'lUy of the member of the board for each cOl1nty, to give no~ 
tics of the time and place by him appointed for said meeting, 
by fOl;warding a notice thereof to the superintending school 
committees of the several towns, and clerks of the several 
plantations in said county, thirty days, at least, befote the time 
so appointed, and shall also give the like notice to the secretary 
of the board of education. In case of a vacancy in the office of 
member of the board for any county, it shall be the duty of the 
secretary of the board to appoint the time and place, and give 
the notices aforesaid. 

SECT. 5. rrhe members of the board of education shall 
meet for organization, and for the choice of the secretary here
inafter provided, at Augusta, on the first 'Wednesday of May, 
In each year; and the term of each new board of education shall 
commence on the first Wednesday of May, annually. 

SECT. 6. The members of the board of education thus 
chos8n, at their first meeting in each year, shall appoint a 
chairman and clerk from their own number. Five members 
shall be a quorum for the transaction of business. In case of 
any vacancy in the board, or if in any county an election shall 
110t have been effected at the county meeting herein provided, 
the members of the board actl1ally elected and in office, shall 
at their nrst meeting after such failure to elect, or such vacancy 
shall occur, fill such vacancy and supply such failure. 

SECT. 7. The board of education shall, at their first meet
ing in each year, elect by ballot, one person, who shall be 
styled the secretary of the board of education, and shall hold 
his office one year, and until another shall be chosen. In case 
of a vacancy in the office of secretary, it shall be the duty of 
the board, as soon as may be after the occurrence of such va
cancy, to elect another for the remainder of the year. 

SECT. 8. The members of the board, and the secretary, 
shall severally be sworn to the faithful performance of their 
respective duties, before any magistrate authorized to qualify 
civil officers. 
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SECT. 9. It shall be the duty of the board of education, 
and especially of the secretary, to devote themselves assidu
ously to examine the practical operation of those parts of the 
constitution and laws of the state, which provide for public 
education, and the diffusion of knowledge among the people. 
In pursuance of this 0 bject, the secretary shall attend the county 
meetings herein provided for the election of members of the 
board, and communicate with the superintending school commit
tees there assembled, and with teachers, and the friends of pub
lic iLlstruction generally. And the board of education, directly, 
or through the agency of the secretary, are authorized and 
required to collect and disseminate information in regard to the 
location and construction of school houses; on the arrangement 
of school districts, and the use of the best school apparatus; to 
consult with superintending school committees and school 
agents on the best and cheapest method of introducing uniform 
school books, and on the practicability and expediency of es
tablishing school district libraries; to inquire and report upon 
the advantages of normal schools, or schools for the education 
of teachers; to consider the best methods of aiding and pro
moting education in the new settlements of the state; to de
vise improvements in teaching the branches of instruction now 
pursued in the common schools, and for the introduction of 
such other branches of useful knowledge as may be practicable, 
and generally to consult with school committees, school agents, 
and other authorities and inhabitants of the state, for the pur
pose of ascertaining, recommending and promoting all such 
improvements in the common school system as may be consist
ent with the constitution and laws of the state, and the welfare 
of its inhabitants. And it shall be the duty of the board, 
before the first vVednesday of May, annually, to prepare a 
report of their doings, and the result of their investigations 
during the preceding year, which shall be presented to the 
governor, and by him laid before the legislature. 

SECT. 10. The secretary of state is hereby authorized, un
der the direction of the governor and council, to furnish such 
blank forms for returns respecting schools, as may be recom
mended by the board of education; and all such returns may 
be addressed to the secretary of stale. 

SECT. 11. The members of the board of education shall 
each receive for their travel from their several places of resi
dellce, to the place of their several meetings, ten cents per 
mile, and one dollar for each day's attendance at any meet-
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SECT. 12. The secretary of the board of education shan 
receive an annual salary of one thousand dollars, payable in 
quarterly payments, which shall be in full for all services and 
expenses of said office. 

SECT. 13. The board of education, at such times as they 
may appoint, shall make up their pay roll for travel and attend
ance, which when examined and allowed by the governor and 
council, shall be paid to them out of any money in the treas
ury not otherwise appropriated. 

SECT. 14. The member of the board in each county shall, 
when directed by the board, notify, attend, and have the sole 
charge of the teachers' institute in his county, where such 
institute is held; and, it that time, and at all other times, and 
by all means in his power, endeavor to disseminate among the 
teachers, correct views and adequate knowledge of their powers, 
duties and responsibilities, and aid them in their efforts to im
prove their qualifications and increase their usefulness. He 
shall also make a report to the board, before the first Wednes
day in May, of the results of his labors, of the character of 
teachers, and the condition of the schools of his county, to
gether with any other information which his experience and 
observation may enable him to offer, calculated to advance the 
cause of popular education. 

ARTICLE X. 

/Special provisions, relat'ing to the regglat£on and endowment 
of schools, and affecting the government and discipline of 
literary institgtions. 

SEGT, 1. All forfeitures and penalties for the breach of any 
of the foregoing provisions of this act, shall be recovered by 
indj~tment, before any court of competent jurisdiction; and it 
shall be the duty of all grand jurors to make due presentment 
thereof, in all cases that shall come to their lmowletlge; and 
such penalty, when recovered, shall in all instances, be paid 
into the treasury of the town where the same was incurred, 
for the support of schools therein, in addition to the amount 
required by law to be raised; but the costR of the prosecution, 
when rec(vorec1, shall be paid into the county treasury. 

SECT. 2. If any town shall neglect for one year, so to ap
propriate and expend any fine or penalty, it shall forfeit a sum 
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equal to the said fine 01' penalty, to the use of any person who 
may sue therefor, in an action of debt. 

SECT. 3. 'I'he treasurer of state shall keep a separate account 
of all moneys he may have received, 01' may hereafter receive, 
from the sales of land by the land agent, or from the notes 
taken therefor, pursuant to the provisions of the first section of 
an act passed February twenty-third, in the year eighteen 
hundred and twenty-eight, entitled" an act providing for the 
promotion of education," and the same shall constitute a per
manent fund, to be reserved for the benefit of town or district 
schools. The fund shall be put out on interest in such manner 
as the legislature shall, from time to time determine; and the 
income thereof, annually, distributed amongst the towns in 
the state; according to the number of children therein, between 
the ages of four and twenty-one years. 

SECT. 4. All the sums of money which may hereafter be 
received by the state, for the tax on the several banks, shall 
continue to be appropriated to the support of town or district 
schools. 

SECT. 5. The secretary of state shall ascertain annually 
from the statements of superintending school committees, re
quired to be returned, the aggregate number of children between 
the ages of four and twenty-one years, in the several towns 
from which returns shall be seasonably made; and immediately 
notify the treasurer of the state of the number so ascertained. 

SECT. 6. The treasurer upon receiving such notification, 
shall annually, in the month of May, distribute to the several 
cities, towns and plantations, including plantations organized 
for election purposes only, a sum of money, equal to the whole 
amount, received during the year last preceding, from the tax 
of the several banks, from the interest of the permanent school 
fund at six per cent., and from whatever other funds may, from 
time to time, be appropriated to the same uses, according to the 
number of children of the above described ages, to them 
severally belonging, as exhibited in the said notification; and 
shall, as soon as may be after the twentieth day of May, of the 
same year, pay to the treasurer of the said several cities, towns 
and plantations respectively, or to their order, the sums which 
shall fall to them, on such apportionment; but no city, town 
or plantation, from which the full and complete returns required 
by law, shall not have been received at the office of the secre
tary of state on the tenth day of April, shall be entitled to 
receive any portion of the bank tax, interest on the permanent 
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school fund, or other fund which may from time to time be 
apportioned for the support of schools; and such portion, which 
would otherwise belong to said town, city or plantation, shall 
be divided among the cities, towns and plantations, from which 
returns shall have been received, unless it shall be made to 
appear to the governor and council, on or before the fifteenth 
day or May, then next following, that said .returns were season
ably forwarded, or that the omission to make said retul'11S was 
occasioned by unavoidable accident; and in case it shall be so 
made to appear, said city, town or plantation, shall be entitled 
to receive its proportion of money, upon making out the proper 
returns immediately after such hearing- before the governor 
and council. And it is hereby made the duty of the secretary 
of state, to notify any city, town or plantation, from which 
returns are not received by the tenth day of April, of their 
delinquency. 

SECT. 7. The secretary of state, on or before the first day 
of October, annually, shall furnish to the snperintending school 
committees, the blank forms required by law to be used in 
making school returns. 

SECT. 8. The tenure of office of the president of each 
college in this state, shall be such that he shall be removable at 
any time, at the pleasure of the trustees and overseers, whose 
concurrence is necessary for an election to the same office. 

SECT. 9. All fees paid by any person for any diploma, or 
any medical degree, granted or conferred by any college in 
this state, shall be paid into the treasury for the use of such 
college; and no part thereof shall be received as a perquisite 
of office, by any officer of the college. 

SECT. 10. No i.nnholder, tavern-keeper, retailer, confectioner, 
or keeper of any shop, or boarding-house, for the sale of drink 
or food, or any livery stable keeper, for horse or carriage hire, 
shall give credit to any un del' graduate or pupil, of any college 
or other institution in this state, incorporated for the instruction 
of youth, without the consent of the president, or such officer 
of such college or other institution as may be authorized 
thereto, by the government thereof, nor in violation of any 
rules and regulations thereof. 

SECT. 11. No person shall be licensed by the selectmen of 
any town, for any of the employments aforesaid, if it shall 
appear that he has, within the year then last past, given credit 
to any such under graduate or pnpil, contrary to the provisions 
of the preceding section. 
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SECT. 12. If any person shall give credit to any such under 
graduate or pupil, contrary to the said provisions, he shall forfeit 
a sum equal to the amonnt so credited, whether the same shall 
have been paid or not; to be recovered by the treasurer of such 
college or other institution, in an action of debt; one half to 
the use of such college or institution, and the other half to the 
use of the town where the same is established. 

SECT. 13. If any person, whether he be a scholar or not, 
shall enter any school house or other place of instruction, 
during or out of school hours, the teacher or any of the pupils 
being therein, and shall willfully interrupt or disturb the teacher 
or pupils by loud speaking, rude or indecent behavior, signs or 
gestures; or if any person shall willfully interrupt a school by 
prowling about the building, by making noises, or by throwing 
missiles at the school house, or in any wise disturbing the 
school, the person so offending shall pay a fine of not less than 
two, nor more than twenty dollars, to be recovered by com
plaint before any justice of the peace, or by indictment and 
conviction in the district court. 

SECT. 14. If any minor shall injure or aid in injuring any 
school house or out buildings, or any utensils or appurtenances 
belonging to the same; or shall by marks, cuts or otherwise, 
deface the walls, benches, seats or other parts of said buildings, 
or shall injure or destroy any property belonging to any school 
district, said district by its agent or committee, may recover of 
the parent or guardian of such minor, in an action of debt, in 
any court competent to try the same, double the amount of 
damages occasioned by such minor. 

SECT. 15. In the construction of this act, the word" town" 
shall include" city" and" plantation," except where such con
struction may be inconsistent with the context; and the duties 
and powers of the selectmen, shall be deemed in the same 
manner to belong to the aldermen of cities, and assessors of 
plantations; and other officers of cities and the plantations, 
respectively, shall be included in the description of town 
officers, having like authority in other cases. 

SECT. 16. The provisions of chapter one hundred and 
seventeen of the revised statutes, which are contained in the 
sections, from forty-two to forty-nine, both inclusive, of said 
chapter, shall apply as well to executions against any school 
district, as against towns. 

187 
CHAP. 193. 

Forfeiture for 
such violation. 

Penalty for inter
rupting or dis
turbing 6chool6. 

Parents 01' guard~ 
inns liable for 
injuries dono to 
buildings or 
property of dis
tricts by n minor. 

The 1V0rd 
"town" to 
include "city" 
aml "planta
tion." 

Executions 
against school 
districts, how 
collecte(l. 



183 
CHAP, 193. 

Institutes, how 
formed. 

Proviso. 

Expenses. 

-not to exceed 
$~OO for anyone 
institute. 

-how paid. 

Inconsistent acts 
repealed. 

EDUCATION OF YOUTH. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Of teachers' instit'utes. 

SECT. 1. Whenever reasonable assurance shall be given to 
the board of education, that a snitable number of the teachers 
of public schools in any county, shall desire to assemble for the 
purpose of forming a teachers' institute, and to remain in 
session for a period not less than ten working days, said board, 
by their member for such county, or in case of vacancy in any 
county, by their secretary, shall appoint a time and place for 
said meeting, make suitable arrangements therefor, and give 
notice thereof: provided, that said meeting shall be held annu
ally in different sections of the county, any not oftener than 
once in four years in the same, or in adjoining towns, except 
in those counties where suitable places cannot be obtained for 
said meeting. 

SECT. 2. For the purpose of defraying the expenses of 
rooms, lights or other necessary charges, and for procuring and 
paying teachers and lecturers for said institutes, the board of 
education, by their committee or secretary, may draw upon the 
treasurer of the state, for a sum not exceeding two hundred 
dollars, for anyone institute. 

SECT. 3. To meet the expenditure aforesaid, the governol' 
is hereby authorized to draw his warrant upon the treasury for 
a sum not exceeding twenty-six hundred dollars annually, said 
sum to remain in the treasury, subject to the drafts provided 
for in the second section of this article, and to be paid out of 
any money not otherwise appropriated. 

ARTICLE XII. 

SECT. 1. The following laws and acts are hereby repealed, 
viz:-

" The seventeenth chapter of the revised statutes." 
"An act additional relating to school districts," approved 

March 14, 1842. 
"An act in relation to school districts ill certain plantations," 

approved February 29, 1844. 
" An act in addition to the seventeenth chapter of the re

vised statutes," approved March 6, 1844. 
" An act authorizing school districts in this state to purchase 

school libraries," approved March 19, 1844. 
" An act making further provision for the purposes of edllca

tion," approved March 21, 1844. 
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tC An act to establish a board of education," approved July CHAP. 194. 

27, 1846. 
"An act to authorize school districts to borrow money for 

certain purposes," approved August 8, 1846. 
"An act to establish teachers' institutes," approved June 21, 

1847. 
" An act additional in relation to public schools," approved 

July 31, 1847. 
" An act additional to an act to establish a board of educa

tion," approved June 27, 1848. 
" An act in further regulation of the anl1Ulitl school funds," 

approved July 14, 1848. 
"An act respecting school agents," approved July 22, 1848. 
" An act making further provisions for locating school houses 

in certain cases," approved August 7, 1848. 
" An act for the benefit of schools in plantations organized 

for election purposes only," approved July 17, 1849. 
"An act to appropriate the interest upon the permanent 

school fund to the support of primary schools," approved Au
gust 11, 1849. 

"An act authorizing the election of collectors of school 
district taxes," approved August 14, 1849. 

U An act to amend an act establishing teachers' institutes," 
approved August 15, 1849. 

SECT. 2. This act shall take effect and be in full force on 
and after the first day of March, eighteen hundred and fifty-one. 

[Appr'ovcd August 27, 1850.] 

An act in relation to county attOl'1leys. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and HotlSe oj Representatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. In all cases in which, by the provisions of the 
sixth section of the one hundred and second chapter of the 
revised statutes of this state, a county attorney has been or 
hereafter shall be appointed in any connty within this state, 
the judge making such appointment shall be authorized to 
allow to such attorney for services rendered the state, by virtue 
of snch appointment, a reasonable compensation, and order the 
sam.e to be paid out of the treasury of such connty; and the 
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